
Environmentally induced migration has gained a lot of attention in the 

climate change context. While there is a broad consensus that environ-

mental factors might play an important role on human mobility, the ex 

post empirical evidence is inconclusive. We contribute to the emerging 

empirical literature in this fi eld by focusing on the micro-level. We exa-

mine whether and how environmental change leads to internal migra-

tion. We argue that individual perceptions of diff erent types of environ-

mental change play an important role on migration decisions. We then 

examine the plausibility of this argument with newly collected survey 

data from 5 countries which include both individuals who migrated and 

individuals who decided to stay. The results suggest that individual per-

ceptions of long-term environmental events, such as droughts, have 

no signifi cant eff ect on internal migration, but that sudden-onset en-

vironmental events, such as fl oods, signifi cantly increase the likelihood 

of migration. The fi ndings suggest that spectacular “climate refugee” 

scenarios are most likely exaggerated and hence a more diff erentiated 

perspective on the issue of environmental migration based on adaptati-

on is urgently needed.
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